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An analysis of political Independents among the Jewish
electorate in the United States

J e w i s h  I n d e p e n d e n t s

At the request of the non-partisan Jewish Electorate Institute, researchers at the American Jewish

Population Project at Brandeis University’s Steinhardt Social Research Institute conducted an analysis

of hundreds of national surveys of US adults to describe the Jewish electorate in each of the 435

districts of the 116th US Congress and the District of Columbia. Surveys include the American National

Election Studies, the General Social Survey, Pew Political and social surveys, the Gallup Daily

Tracking poll, and the Gallup Poll Social Series. Data from over 1.4 million US adults were statistically

combined to provide, for each district, estimates of the number of adults who self-identify as Jewish

and a breakdown of those individuals by age, education, race/ethnicity, political party self-identification

and political ideology.¹ The following report presents an analysis of the demographics and political

leanings of Independents. 
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Independents comprise the second largest block of the Jewish

electorate in the United States, where one out of every three

Jewish adults identifies as Independent. Of these, 45% lean

Democrat—14% of all Jewish adults; and 39% lean Republican—

13% of all Jewish adults.² The majority of Jewish independents

(57%) are aged 18 to 54 years old.

OVERVIEW: POLITICAL INDEPENDENTS

JEWISH ADULTS

50% 32% 16%

45% 16% 39%
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Lean Democrat
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Lean RepublicanNo Lean
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The American Jewish electorate has a

reputation of being stalwart supporters of the

Democratic Party and indeed, estimates of

political identification show that three times as

many Jewish adults are Democrats than

are Republicans (50% vs 16%, respectively).

Independents comprise the second largest

group. Of the 32% of the Jewish electorate who

are Independent, when asked if they lean

toward either the Democratic or Republican

Party, most lean Democrat (45%).  Just 16% of

Independents, or about 5% of all Jewish adults,

lean neither Democrat nor Republican.

Percentages of Jewish adults who lean Democrat or Republican are based on an aggregate over five

years of data (primarily 2014 through 2018) and provide general information about overall attitudes of

the population over that period. The percentages are not sensitive to quick changes in attitudes that can

result from current events and they are not necessarily indicative of voting behaviors.
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Age of Independents

A greater percentage of

young Jewish adults are

Independent compared to

their older counterparts. The

differences are significant

between each age group,

but are most pronounced

between the youngest and

oldest age groups where

18-24 year olds are nearly

50% more likely to be

Independent than Jewish

adults ages 65 and older

(42% vs. 27%, respectively).

A greater percentage of younger Jewish adults ages 18 to 34 lean Democratic (50%), as do

older Jewish adults ages 65 years and greater (46%). Jewish adults ages 35 to 64 are just as

likely to lean Republican (41%) as they are to lean Democrat (41%). 
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37%

35%

32%

30%

42%

27%

18-34 35-64 65+

50%

34%

16%

41% 41%

18%

46%

39%

15%

Jewish Independents, Pct. Lean Democrat or
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Across the 50 US states and the District of Columbia, the percentage of Jewish adults who are

Independent ranges from over 40% in states such as Alaska, New Hampshire, Rhode Island,

Utah, and Vermont to just 21% in Washington DC. In California, Kentucky, Maryland, New York,

Oregon, and Pennsylvania, where less than 30% of the Jewish electorate are Independent, the

majority are Democrats.

INDEPENDENTS BY STATE
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Majority of Independents in Five States
The majority of Jewish adults who are Independent live in just five states: California, Florida,

Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York. The percentage of the Jewish electorate in each of the five

states varies from a low of 29% in California to a high of 39% in Massachusetts. Taken together,

Independents from these five coastal states comprise about 1.1 million Jewish adults.³

The political leaning of Independents in these states also varies. In two, New Jersey and New York, a

plurality of Independents lean Republican (45% each). A greater percentage of Jewish Independents in

the remaining three states lean toward Democrats, ranging between 40% in Florida to 53% in

Massachusetts.
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40% 22% 38%

53% 11% 36%

42% 14% 45%

40% 15% 45%
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The outcome of the 2020 Presidential election

was ultimately decided by a handful of states

that were rated as battleground states in the

months leading up to election day.³ Competitive

states including Georgia and Arizona, which

have a combined 27 electoral votes, were

decisive in the final electoral victory.

Far fewer Jewish adults in these states lean

toward the Republican Party compared to the

general electorate in these states. Jewish adults

are also less likely to have no partisan leaning

compared to all adults.
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In the battleground states of Florida, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, over one third of the

Jewish electorate are Independent, with the exception of Pennsylvania, where just 25% are Independent.

In states such as Michigan and Pennsylvania, where the margin of victory for the 2016 Presidential

election was less than 1%, and in Florida where the margin was just 1.2%, Independents are near

equally split between Democrat and Republican with substantial percentages of Independents leaning

neither Democrat nor Republican. In Michigan, where the margin was just over 10,000 votes in the 2016

Presidential election, ~37,000 Jewish adults are Independent. In the 2020 Presidential election, the

Democratic candidate, Joe Biden, flipped three of the states: Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

Across the 435 congressional districts of the 116th US Congress, the percentage of the Jewish

electorate who identify as Independent ranges from a high of over 45% in RI-2, NH-2, MA-3, MA-6, and

MA-9 to less than 25% in Pennsylvania (PA-3, PA-16, PA-18), California (CA-12, CA-13), and New York

(NY-5, NY-10, NY-13, NY-15). In all of the districts where the percentage of Independents is low, the

majority of the Jewish electorate are Democrat.
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In the 2020 battleground states of Florida, Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, districts with the largest

number of Jewish adults have substantial portions of the Jewish electorate who are Independent.

In Florida's top districts for Jewish population (FL-21, 22, 23 & 27), Independents range from 32% to

34% of the Jewish electorate. In the top districts in Michigan, Independents range from 32% to 38%.

Pennsylvania's top districts by Jewish population have the lowest percentages of Independents,

ranging from 25% to 28%.

Districts in 2020 Battleground States

In some of these districts, such as PA-4 and MI-11, the majority of Independents lean Democrat (51%).

In other districts, many Jewish adults lean neither Democrat nor Republican. In PA-1, which is

comprised primarily of Bucks County in southeastern Pennsylvania and was rated a swing district in

the 2020 elections, 46% of Jewish Independents lean Republican and 13% lean neither Democrat nor

Republican. In OH-11, which includes parts of Cleveland, 33% of Independents lean neither Democrat

nor Republican. 
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† Interpret data with caution. The coefficient of variation (CV) for the "lean" political estimate is greater than 30%.

Michigan Congressional Districts, by Pct.
Independent
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Several Michigan districts have a Jewish

population of 10,000 or greater. Michigan's

largest district, MI-14, has ~31,000 Jewish

adults, of whom 32% are Independent.

Michigan's 9th and 11th districts were each

rated competitive in their respective 2020 US

House of Representative races. MI-11 has the

largest percentage of Jewish adults who

identify as Independent (38%).

Among Jewish adults who are Independent, the

percentage who lean Democrat varies greatly,

ranging from 30% in MI-14 to 51% in MI-11.
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There are eight congressional

districts in Pennsylvania with a

Jewish population of 10,000 or

greater. The percentage of Jewish

adults who are Independent is lower

than many of the other states,

ranging from 28% in Pennsylvania's

1st district to 25% in Pennsylvania's

2nd and 4th districts.  

In PA-4, a majority of the district's

Independent Jewish adults lean

Democrat (51%). 

Pennsylvania Congressional Districts, by Pct.
Independent

PA-4 PA-2PA-1

† Interpret data with caution. The coefficient of variation (CV) for the "lean" political estimate is greater than 30%.
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In Ohio, the percentage of the Jewish

electorate who are Independent

ranges from a high of 37% in Ohio's

1st district to a low of 26% in Ohio's

11th district.  

In OH-1, which includes the area

around Cincinnati, a majority of

Jewish Independents lean

Republican (52%). Ohio's 11th district

also has a high percentage of Jewish

independents who lean Republican

(40%) as well as a substantial

percentage who lean neither

Democrat nor Republican (33%).

Ohio Congressional Districts, by Pct.
Independent

OH-11 OH-1

† Interpret data with caution. The coefficient of variation (CV) for the "lean" political estimate is greater than 30%.
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Several districts in Florida have some

of the largest populations of Jewish

adults in the US. In FL-21, the Jewish

electorate is 152,000, more than any

other congressional district in the

country. The percentage of Jewish

adults who are Independent ranges

from 32% in FL-21 to 34% in FL-22.  

Among these districts, the

percentage of Independents who

lean Democrat ranges from just 27%

in FL-23 to 42% in FL-22 and FL-21. 

In FL-23, a substantial portion of

Jewish Independents also report no

political leanings (24%). 
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Conclusion

Results from the analysis of Independents provide a detailed look of the Jewish electorate across states

and for each of the 435 congressional districts in the 116th US Congress both in terms of the percentage

of Jewish adults who are Independent, as well as their political leanings. Nationally, about one third of

Jewish adults are Independent (32%), however, this percentage varies by state with a range of 21% to

40%, and by congressional district with a range of 20% to more than 45%. The report also describes the

tendency for younger Jewish adults to identify as Independent compared with older adults. 

In battleground states and districts, where Independents in the general electorate may play an outsized

role in determining competitive races, the present analysis provides a detailed portrait of the political

leanings of Jewish adults. In districts that were rated competitive in the 2020 election where the

population of Jewish adults is greater than 10,000, the political leanings of Jewish Independents vary. In

some districts, such as MI-11 and PA-4, a majority of Jewish Independents lean Democrat (51%) and in

others, such as PA-2 and OH-1, a majority leans Republican (52% and 53%, respectively). In most

districts, the percent of Independents that have no political leaning is relatively small suggesting,

perhaps, that few adults are without a predilection for either Democrats or Republicans.

¹ National Profile of the Jewish Electorate 2020 provides new estimates of Jewish adults in the US by Congressional District, including

demographic characteristics and detailed estimates of political identification. 

² Partisan lean of Independents was estimated using a design-based pooled analysis method in which each survey’s original survey weights

were adjusted for survey specific designs and sample sizes. This method is not as sensitive to estimation of rare populations as the Bayesian

methods used for the main Jewish population estimates but provides an initial ballpark estimate of the groups of interest. Follow-up studies

will compare these estimates to those derived from more fully developed Bayesian model-based estimates.

³ State-level Jewish adult totals are estimated from AJPP 2020 models and adjustments for Jewish adults who do not identify religiously as

Jewish. See Appendix A for full list of updated state totals.

⁴ Competitive states were determined by ratings from the Cook Political Report. As of October 28, 2020, several ratings were updated to

include the following changes: Iowa, Ohio, Texas, and Maine's second congressional district became toss-up states; Arizona, Nevada, and

Nebraska's second congressional district leaned Democratic; and no states were considered to lean Republican. 

Notes
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Appendix A: Population, % Partisanship, and % Partisan Lean for
the 50 US States and the District of Columbia

14



A m e r i c a n  J e w i s h  P o p u l a t i o n  P r o j e c t  

15



A m e r i c a n  J e w i s h  P o p u l a t i o n  P r o j e c t  

16



A m e r i c a n  J e w i s h  P o p u l a t i o n  P r o j e c t  

17



A m e r i c a n  J e w i s h  P o p u l a t i o n  P r o j e c t  

Appendix B: Population, % Partisanship, and % Partisan
Lean in Congressional Districts of 12 Competitive States
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Note: Estimates with coefficients of variation greater than 50% were omitted. 
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